
Science Project: 

Insect Collection 

 

In science, we will be studying insects in chapter 2.  To provide the students with 

first-hand experience observing and identifying insects, each student is required to 

collect 10 different kinds of insects (i.e. five ants would not be acceptable) for science 

class.  It is each student’s responsibility to make sure that the creatures they collect 

for the project are true insects.  Each student is asked to mount the insects on a 

poster board sized, thin, white styrofoam board (thin foam boards can be found at 

any craft store or sometimes at Walmart).   

The insects should be carefully mounted on the board and correctly labeled.  Be 

careful when mounting the insects – some are very fragile!   

For your convenience, a procedure for collecting and mounting insects is printed 

below and on the back of this sheet.  There is also a procedure for spreading the 

wings of butterflies and dragonflies. 

Completed projects are due in class Tuesday, October 16.  

Late projects will be penalized. 

 

 

COLLECTING INSECTS 

*Catch an insect and place the insect into a sandwich bag.  Without crushing the insect, try 

to keep its wings spread.  Try to get insects that look as different from each other as possible. 

*Put the bags into the freezer for at least an hour.  Very large insects may need to remain in 

the freezer longer.  Your insects will not be harmed if they remain in the freezer longer.  Do 

not remove the insects from the freezer until they are ready to be mounted (no more than 5 

days before you turn in the project). 

*If you are not excited about putting insects into your freezer at home, you may be 

interested in an alternate solution.  Once you have caught the insects, place them in a jar 

with a Q-tip dipped in alcohol.  Close the jar and wait at least 12 hours.   

 

          continued on back 



*Carefully mount the insect on the foam board.  It would be best to have the insects’ legs and 

wings separated when possible.  Pin your insects for display by placing the insect on the 

Styrofoam board and sticking a pin through its mid-section anchoring the pin in the board.  

Make sure that approximately one-third of each pin is left exposed above each insect. 

*If you are displaying small insects such as ants or fleas, glue them onto a small white square 

of paper and then pin the paper.  This will allow all insects to be viewed well. 

*If you are mounting butterflies and moths, you’ll need to spread their wings using a 

“spreading board” a day or two before the project is brought to class.  Directions are 

included below.  Once the wings are set, transfer them onto your display. 

*Identify and neatly label your insects.   

 

How to Use a Spreading Board1 

For butterflies and other large winged insects, you should use a spreading 

board and insect pins. Carefully insert a pin through the right side of the 

thorax. Pinch the thorax to spread the wings enough so you can pin it. 

Place the butterfly’s body in the groove on the board – it varies in width 

for different-sized insects. Gently press the wings down so they lie spread out flat, then put a 

thin strip of paper over each wing and pin the ends of the strip to the board. (Be careful not 

to pin through the wing itself.) This will hold the wings flat until they dry out. The drying 

process may take up to two weeks. 

When the butterfly has dried, remove the paper strips, but don’t try to remove the pin 

through the thorax! Use that pin to mount it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://learning-center.homesciencetools.com/article/how-to-make-an-insect-collection-science-project/ 

https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/insect-spreading-board-12-x-4
https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/insect-spreading-board-12-x-4
https://www.homesciencetools.com/product/insect-pins-size-2-student


GRADING CRITERIA 
 

Overall Appearance (25 points)     

Are the insects identifiable? 

Does the board look neat? 

Did the student take the time to tastefully decorate the board? 

Are the labels neat and legible? 

Are the insects mounted neatly? 

          

 

Number of Insects (50 points)       

 Are there at least 10 different types of insects? 

         

 

Identification of Insects (25 points)      

 Is each insect identified and labeled? 

Are the names accurate? 

 Are the names spelled correctly? 

         

 

I trust this will be an enjoyable project and an important learning experience.  Please 

contact me should you have any questions. 

Miss Nham 

jnham@mmbm.org 


